Mitchell Museum of the American Indian

Fall 2013

Meet Me at the Mitchell
The member’s guide to programming, news, special events and much, much more!

Annual Matching Campaign

“Cultural Identities: Mixed Blood” Exhibit Opens in September

G

iving is at the core of many tribes’ culture: whether giving a small gift of tobacco when welcoming guests or giving all
of your wealth to your community in a potlatch celebration. Giving not only ensures
survival of culture and community, but connects you to your community’s success. We
hope that you will join our community in
giving to our Annual Matching Campaign this
fall and pledge to keep the museum serving
Chicago’s North Shore and American Indian
communities across the United States and
Canada for years to come.

the present shaped the current debates
over tribal membership and cultural
appropriation and discusses the many
ways in which a mixed race or mixed
culture person can identify themselves.
The exhibit reviews historical family unit
structures, including slavery and adoption, the impact of treaties, assimilation
campaigns, and the US government’s
introduction of blood quantum. Finally,
hear about today’s controversies from
tribal members, as well as those no
longer qualified for membership.

In our Annual Matching Campaign, we hope
to raise over $60,000 for the museum’s operating fund and only your support can make
that happen. There are also ample opportunities to sponsor individual programs and
events from our new exhibits, compelling
lectures on Columbus Day, Thanksgiving and
Apache Math, and our Native American Arts
& Craft Holiday Bazaar.

Consider the many facets of identity
from government allegiance, religious
beliefs, living on or off reservations, to
legal rights and genealogy. The exhibit
includes unique pieces from the museum’s collection including a US government ration card from 1886, a Cochiti
nativity scene, a Navajo beaded Chicago
Bulls hat, and a beaded pipe bag pictured above. Come learn about the
importance of self-identification and
how history and culture affects the way
you identify yourself.

We are so grateful for the generous individuals, businesses and foundations that support
our mission, fuel our operations, and enable
us to share the art, history and culture of
American Indian peoples from the U.S. and
Canada. Thank you for the operating fund
donations by the Elizabeth Beidler Tisdahl
Foundation, Sarabess Cahill, the Friesema
Family, Joan Golder, Frances Hagemann, the
Daniel and Janet Hidding Foundation, Beth &
Peter Lent, Barbara Novick, Turtle Clan Art,
and Louann Van Zelst.
We also thank the Central Street Business
Association and all of you who shopped on
Central Street in last Spring’s Central Street
Community Day.
In addition, the Woman’s Club of Evanston
donated a total of $35,498 raised at their
spring benefit to fund the American Indian
presenters program which will launch this
November. Thank you to everyone who participated to make it such a stupendous
event, especially the WCE Benefit Co-Chairs
Kim Stanton and Natalie Banovitz .

W

ith the influx of immigrants from
throughout the world, United
States has been called the great melting
pot, but how has this played out for the
original people in America? Explore
how American Indian peoples from
multiple cultures and races identify
themselves, pre-European contact and
today, in our new exhibit, Cultural Identities: Mixed Blood, opening September
28, 2013.
In the exhibit, curator Melissa Halverson highlights how American Indian
history from pre-European contact to

Sept. 26, 6-8 PM: Exhibit Preview RSVP
September 28, 3PM: Public Curator Tour

Notes From the Director: Welcome New Staff!!

J

oin me in welcoming two new
Visitor Services & Marketing staff:
Lawrence Santiago, member of The
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana, and
Jennifer Howell of Evanston. Lawrence is an exceptional graphic designer, artist and architect and his Left: Jennifer Howell, Kathleen McDonald, Lawrence
cultural background will further ex- Santiago, Melissa Halverson, and Christine Redcloud.
pand our understanding of Indian country today. Jennifer has an extensive background in public relations and a budding career in fundraising.
Now fully staffed, we are ready to dive into our exciting fall line-up of speakers
and events detailed in the following pages. Be sure to join us at our Annual
Achievement and Exhibit Preview Party September 26th: meet the new staff, pay
tribute to Paul Friesema, and hear about the museum’s achievements and future
plans for this talented team including the rolling out of the American Indian Presenters Program funded by the Woman’s Club of Evanston. Don’t miss it!

Visit us at www.mitchellmuseum.org and like us on Facebook!

Calendar of Events: September

November

Alternating Thursdays

Flute Group, 6:00 - 7:45 PM
Contact museum for meeting location

Alternating Thursdays

Flute Group, 6:00 - 7:45 PM
Contact museum for meeting location

Friday, Sept. 6

Free Admission Day

Friday, Nov. 1

Free Admission

Saturday, Sept. 7
3:00 - 4:00 PM

Docent-Led Exhibit Tour
Free with regular admission

Docent-Led Exhibit Tour
Free with regular admission

Friday, Sept. 13 Sunday, Sept. 15

60th Annual American Indian Center
Pow Wow at Busse Woods Forest Preserve
Elk Grove Village, IL
Visit www.aic-chicago.org for details

Saturday, Nov. 2
3:00-4:00 PM
.
Saturday, Nov. 9
4:00 - 7:00 PM

Thursday, Sept. 26
6:00 - 8:00 PM

Annual Achievement Party &
“Cultural Identities: Mixed Blood”
Exhibit Preview Party
Join the Mitchell Museum community while
we celebrate our year of achievements with
festive party and behind-the-scenes look at our
latest exhibit.
RSVP by Sept. 20. (847/475-1030)
rsvp@mitchellmuseum.org

Thursday, Nov. 21.
6:00 PM—7:30 PM

Apache Math
Philip Stevens, Apache
Join the museum for an interesting spin on
math, geometry and physics principles
expressed in Native life ways. Parents and
teachers will love how math principles are
translated into approachable stories and active
ties. (Teachers can earn CPDU credits)
Fee: $10, Non-Members/$12

Saturday, Sept. 28
2:00 PM

New Exhibit Public Opening:
“Cultural Identities: Mixed Blood”
Curator tour of new exhibit

October

Dr. Carlos Montezuma Honorary Lecture
Dr. Henrietta Mann, Southern Cheyenne. Held
will speak at Northwestern University.
See article for more details.
Fee: Members/Students/Tribal Members:
$12 / Non-Members: $15

December
Thursdays

Flute Group, 5:30 - 7:30 PM
Contact museum for meeting location

Friday, Dec. 6

Free Admission
Docent-Led Exhibit Tour
Free with regular admission

Thursdays

Flute Group, 6:00 - 7:45 PM
Contact museum for meeting location

Saturday, Dec. 7
3:-00-4:00 PM

Friday, Oct. 4

Free Admission Day

Saturday, Oct. 5
3:00 - 4:00 PM

Docent-Led Exhibit Tour
Free with regular admission

Sunday, Oct. 13
2:00 - 3:30 PM

Through Native Eyes: Columbus Day and
Thanksgiving, Dr. Lola Hill, Bad River Band of
Ojibwe. Bring the whole family to hear, retired
professor , Dr. Hill’s exploration of the history
and contemporary interpretations of these two
U.S. holidays that often misrepresent actual
events and presence of American Indians.
(Teachers earn CPDU credits!)
Fee $10 / Non-Members $12

Saturday, Dec. 7 Native American Arts & Crafts
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Holiday Bazaar
&
Buy arts and crafts directly from Native
Sunday, Dec. 8
American artists. See side article for
Noon - 4:00 PM
more information!

Friday, Oct. 25
7:00-9:00

Saturday, Oct. 26
11:00 AM - Noon
Noon - 1 PM
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM
2:00 - 2:30 PM

Inuit Art Society Annual Meeting
Opening Reception and Keynote Speaker
Leslie Boyd of the Cape Dorset Co-op
presenting an in-depth retrospective of the
lives and works of Kenojuak Ashevak and
Kananginak Pootoogook.
No charge for paid conference attendees
Fee: $12/ Non-Members $15
RSVP: Sunday, Oct 20th (847/475-1030)
rsvp@mitchellmuseum.org

Community Day: Free Admission!
Kids’ Craft: Dream Catchers
Food & Light Refreshments
Live Music
Story Time at the Teaching Lodge
Central Street Fundraiser: shop all day at
select businesses and donate 10-20% of your
purchase to the museum! Ask for a flyer!

Members & children 12 and under: FREE

Kids’ Crafts & Family Fun
Looking for fun family activities during this season? Stop by the Mitchell on
Saturdays and Sundays to make a Native American inspired craft. PLUS:
This December the museum is offering a variety of special crafts for children to make as holiday gifts for family and friends and school’s out fun.

Kids’ Crafts Hours:
Saturdays, 11:00 AM - Noon & Sundays, 12:30 - 1:30 PM
Kids’ Crafts FREE with regular admission

September
7 - 8:
Talking Feathers
14 - 15: Plains Warrior Shields

21 - 22: Southwest Woven Rugs
28 - 29: Bolo Ties

October
5 & 6: Community Day/Dream Catchers 19 & 20: Gods Eyes
12 & 13: Corn Husk Dolls
26 & 27: Cherokee Syllabary
November
2 & 3: Northwest Coast Rattles
9 & 10: Lakota Star Quilts
16 & 17: Woven Baskets

23 & 24: Loom Beading
29, 30 & Dec 1 Talking Feathers

December Special holiday crafts for your children to make as great gifts!
7 & 8:
Lumbee Pinecone placemats, Bolo Ties & More!
14 & 15: Deleware Gorget Necklace, Pueblo Pencil Holder, & More!
21 & 22: Navajo Concho Belt, Gods Eyes, Beaded Key Chains & More!
Schools’ Out: All Day DIY Crafts Dec. 26, 27, 28 & 29; Jan. 2,3,4 & 5

Dr. Henrietta Mann—Honorary Speaker

Volunteer Spotlight: Katherine Simmons

T

N

he Mitchell Museum of the American Indian is pleased to
announce Dr. Henrietta Mann, enrolled member of the
Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes, as this year’s Dr. Carlos Montezuma Honorary Lecturer. The fourth annual event, seeks members
of the American Indian community who have raised awareness
and contributed to the American Indian community in the same
spirit as Dr. Carlos Montezuma, social activist, medical doctor,
and graduate of Chicago Medical College, a branch of Northwestern University .
Dr. Mann is Professor Emeritus in Native American Studies at
Montana State University, and has also taught at Harvard, The
University of California, Berkeley, and Haskell Indian Nations
University. Rolling Stone named her one of the top ten professors in the nation in 1991 and Southwestern State Oklahoma
State University inducted her into their Hall of Fame in 1997.
The National Indian Education Association awarded her their
Lifetime Achievement Award in 2008.
Dr. Mann will speak on her experience in education today and
the U.S. policy of containment and extermination of American Indians in the
1860s focusing on the Cheyenne and
Arapaho tribes.
See Calendar for Event Details
Co-Sponsored by American Indian
Student Alliance at Northwestern
University.

ow a sophomore at University of Richmond in Virginia,
Katherine Simmons started volunteering at the Mitchell Museum
as part of a senior service project
from North Shore Country Day
School. Always interested in the
Native American side over the
European perspective of U.S. history, Katherine selected the
Mitchell Museum to see how she could potential utilize a history
degree after college. Katherine says “I really enjoyed my two
weeks and was inspired to keep going and gaining experience in
exhibits and collections.” She continued her service on all of her
breaks from school and became an intern this summer.
During her time at the Mitchell Museum Katherine researched
the lives of American Indian for the “Did You Know They’re Native?” exhibit II & III. She also assisted the museum’s curator,
Melissa Halverson, in photographing, recording accession numbers, and rehousing the moccasin collection through a Costume
Society of America grant. The reward for her service: “I’ve always enjoyed research, but this gave me the opportunity for
more pointed research and writing and gained a better understanding of how museums work.”
The museum is grateful for the dedicated service of our interns
and volunteers. If you are interested in developing career skills
or want to share your expertise, consider applying for an internship, volunteer, or docent opportunity. For more information
call 847-475-1030 or visitor.services@mitchellmuseum.org.

Native American Arts & Crafts Holiday Bazaar

Native American Recipe : Succotash

J

T

ust in time for the holidays, the Mitchell Museum will host
Native American artists selling their art and craftwork
directly to visitors. Jewelry, pottery, beadwork, dolls, paintings,
moccasins and an array of other items will be available for
purchase. Finish your holiday shopping, meet Native artists, and
enjoy the Mitchell’s exhibits all in one weekend!
Award-winning artists come from all over the Chicago area as
well as from Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Michigan. Throughout
the weekend, artists will demonstrate their technique, speak
about their culture and art, and answer visitor questions. A
schedule of events and final list of artists in the weeks prior to
the Holiday Bazaar will be posted on the museum’s website.
This unique event is the perfect place to find one-of-a-kind
handmade gifts for everyone on your list. Don’t miss your opportunity to purchase American Indian art and crafts directly
from the artists, and learn more about the traditions
and techniques that go into making each piece.
Holiday Bazaar Event Details
Location:
Check for new location this year!
Dates:
Saturday, December 7, 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Sunday, December 8, Noon - 4:00 PM
Admission:
Members & children 12 and under: FREE
Non-Members: $5
Admission includes entrance to the museum

he word “succotash” is probably from the Narragansett Indian word msickquatash, which means “boiled whole-kernel
corn.” Usually made into a hearty stew, this succotash recipe is
inspired by the Mohegan people. Serves 6.
Ingredients
4 ears of corn on the cob
1/2 cup of water
1 8-ounce can of tomato sauce
1 12-ounce package of frozen
lima beans
2 tablespoons vegetable oil
2 red bell peppers, chopped with seeds removed
1 bunch of scallions or green onions, chopped
Salt and pepper to taste
Instructions
1. Shuck the corn and slice each cob into 4 pieces.
2. Put the water, tomato sauce, lima beans, oil, and a little salt
and pepper into a medium saucepan and bring to a boil.
Reduce the heat to simmer and cover. Cook for 6 minutes.
3. Add the corn cobs, peppers, and scallions or onions to the
pot. Cover again and cook for 5 minutes. Remove the lid
and turn up the heat until most of the liquid has evaporated. It should take about 5 more minutes.

Mitchell Museum of the American Indian
3001 Central Street
Evanston, IL 60201
(847) 475-1030
www.mitchellmuseum.org
Like Us On Facebook!

Join the Mitchell Museum’ for Fun Programs and Events!
Apache Math: Philip Stevens

H

ow do mathematics apply to American Indian
life-ways? Find out in this
interesting cross cultural conversation on the application
of math in Apache life.
Apache mathematics, so
named for its user as opposed
to its uses, attempts to address deficiencies in current
educational practice.
Designed to build upon the realities of children's home culture and
knowledge; Apache mathematics also keeps a focus on the importance of the dynamic nature of students' culture and
knowledge. Possible lessons are derived from situations and
events that are familiar to the students. These lessons can include
the non-Euclidean tessellation or stacking mesquite wood. The
goal of Apache mathematics is to allow students the opportunity
to develop mathematical concepts that are found within their own
culture and knowledge.
Philip Stevens is a member of the San Carlos Apache tribe. He was
born and raised in San Carlos with his family. Currently he is in the
ABD phase of his doctoral work at the University of Arizona. His
educational focuses on the social anthropological aspects of education; in particular mathematics.
Thursday, Nov. 21. 6:00 PM—7:30 PM Teachers can earn CPDU credits
Fee: $10 members, Non-Members/$12

Inuit Art Society Keynote Speaker at Mitchell!

T

he Inuit Art Society annual meeting Honoring Our Past - Facing Our Future: features an in-depth look at the Inupiat of
Alaska, their art and their environmental challenges at their annual
meeting October 25-27:
 Native Artist Tony Weyiouanna, Sr. from Shishmaref, Alaska
 Vibrant marketplace
 In-depth retrospective of the lives and works of Kenojuak
Ashevak and Kananginak Pootoogook
To read the speaker bios, see the full agenda, and get the reservation form, please visit www.inuitartsociety.org.
October 25th, the Mitchell Museum hosts the Inuit Art Society’s
Annual Meeting opening reception and keynoter Leslie Boyd.
Leslie Boyd, who spent 30 years at the West Baffin Co-op in Cape
Dorset (Kinngait), will honor two iconic Inuit artists who have recently passed on: Kananginak Pootoogook
(1935-2010) and Kenojuak Ashevak (19272013) with an in-depth retrospective on
their lives and work. Leslie will also share
her perspective on how the changing environment is affecting the Inuit of Canada’s
eastern Arctic.
Opening Reception & Keynote Event Details
Friday Oct. 25: 7:30 PM - 9:30 PM at the Mitchell Museum
Fee: Included in Annual Meeting registration fee
Mitchell Guests: $12/members & $15/non-members
RSVP: Oct 20th 847/475-1030 rsvp@mitchellmuseum.org

