Mitchell Museum of the American Indian

Spring 2017

Meet Me at the Mitchell

A member’s guide to programs, special events, news and much more!

Giving Thanks
Spring is blooming and – with all the
support of our donors— the museum
continues to blossom as well. First, we
want to thank the major donors to our
operating fund: Sarabess and John Cahill,
Truman Combes, First Bank and Trust of
Evanston, Alice Gutenkauf, Frances
Hagemann, Mitchell and MaryLou Horwat,
Joyce Niederman, Sue and Tim Salisbury,
Brian Utley, Eric and Pamela Youngelman,
and Patricia Zygmun.
We also want to recognize our foundation
supporters: the Chicago Community Trust,
Daniel and Janet Hidding Foundation, and
the Illinois Humanities.

Our 40th anniversary gala, chaired by Jan
Berkson, raised $29,000 for the museum’s
exhibits, programs and events. Guests
enjoyed great food and wonderful
performances by Mark Cleveland, Jordi
Kleiner, Alyson Berger, and Steve Martin.
We are grateful for the Gala sponsors:
Bradley Investment Center, John J. Cahill,
Inc., John Tyler Carlson State Farm
Insurance Agency, Kristofek Financial
Corp., Illinois Disability Association,
Institute for Life Enrichment, and
Northwestern University.
And a special thank you to the Gala’s
major donors: Jan and Jeff Berkson, Ivan
and Shelly Berk, Sarabess and John Cahill,
Gloria Callaci and Larry Suffredin, Gary and
Laura Cooper, Joan Golder, Candace Corr
and William Jones, Weisblat Family Fund,
Deborah and James Ford, Loren Ghiglione,
Barry and Mimi Katz, Jackie and Jim
McGuire, John and Linnea Mead, Sue and
Tim Salisbury, David Takehara, Brian Utley,
and Eric and Pamela Youngelman. We
greatly appreciate your support.

40th Anniversary Core Exhibit Expansions

To mark the occasion of our 40th Anniversary, the museum is planning a
party for its official birthday in September. To get the museum ready we
will be sprucing up our facilities over the summer, including expanding our
permanent displays. While we continue planning and fundraising for a full
renovation of the permanent exhibit, “A Regional Tour of Native America,”
we will make interim modifications to enhance the experience for the
nearly 10,000 visitors that view the permanent exhibits each year. We will
add new panels with a deeper interpretation, add more images of Native
people, and rotate some of the light sensitive objects on display since 1997,
with the changes revealed at our September birthday party.
We will also open “Heritage Markers: Local Native American History and
Cultures,” an extension to the second floor wigwam exhibit. We are often
asked for more information on Evanston and Chicago’s Native history and
this exhibit will fill the gap. Plan to come to the exhibit opening events for
members on July 20th and the public events on July 21st. We are also
offering a Spotlight Tour of the exhibit on August 17th. Learn more about
“Heritage Markers: Local Native American History and Cultures” on page 3.

Notes From the Director
While you know the museum provides tours to
thousands of students and seniors and produces
thought-provoking exhibits and programs on
current issues, we are equally busy behind-thescenes. Like any business there are the ongoing
financial reports, inspections, marketing, and IT
fixes. More unique to museums are the
Jan Berkson & Kathleen McDonald
activities for collections care, fundraising, and
partnerships development, particularly with the Native communities.
This year we replaced our lower wheelchair lift and continue work to
repair water damage in our 3009 building. The museum hosted a segment
that aired on Bill Curtis’ “Through the Decades” TV program. The 40th
Anniversary Gala was featured in the Chicago Tribune and our
“Environmental Resource” panelists were interviewed on WBEZ radio.
We still serve on the Chicago American Indian Community Collaborative and
chair their Arts & Culture committee, but are no longer fiscal agent. Over the
summer, the Board and staff will develop a new strategic plan for 2018-2021,
revise the collections policy, and catalog new acquisitions. If you are
interested in helping on any of these projects, we’d love for you to volunteer.
Visit us online at mitchellmuseum.org and Like us on Facebook!

May Programs
Weekend Crafts: Coyote and Raven Crafts & Stories
Raven Coloring Book, Raven Button Blanket, & Coyote Doll
Every Saturday 11:00 AM - Noon &
Sunday 12:30 - 1:30 PM
Have fun exploring two trickster
animals, coyote and raven, and how
their significance differs among tribes
throughout the US and Canada.
Flute Group, Alternating Thursdays
6:00 - 7:45 PM Contact museum for meeting location
Thursday, May 4
6:00 - 7:30 PM

First Nation Film and Video Festival
View and discuss works by native
filmmakers. For details, see page 3.
Free admission

July Programs
Weekend Crafts: Turtle Crafts & Stories
Coloring Booklet, Bracelet, & Turtle Doll
Every Saturday 11:00 AM - Noon & Sunday 12:30 - 1:30 PM
Many tribes’ origin stories include the
forming of land on the back of a turtle.
Find out the role of the turtle and its’ shell
in different Native American cultures.
Flute Group, Alternating Thursdays
6:00 - 7:45 PM Contact museum for meeting location
Tuesday, July 4

Museum Closed

Friday, July 7

Free Admission Day

Thursday , July 20
6:00 - 8:00 PM

Members & VIP Exhibit Preview
Party: “Heritage Markers: Local
Native American History and
Cultures” For details, see page 3.

Friday, May 5

Free Admission Day

Tuesday, May 16
12:00 - 1:00 PM

On The Table Talk: Sustaining
Culture in a Multicultural World
Free admission

Friday, July 21
10:00 - 5:00 PM

Public Exhibit Opening:
“Heritage Markers: Local Native
American History and Cultures”

June Programs

3:30-4:30 PM

“Heritage Markers: Local Native
American History and Cultures”
Exhibit Tour by Kathleen McDonald
Free with regular admission

Weekend Crafts: Southwest Crafts & Stories
Pinch Pot, Finger Weaving, & Basket Weaving
Every Saturday 11:00 AM - Noon & Sunday 12:30 - 1:30 PM
Delve into the Southwest tribes’ cultures
with a focus on two art forms — pottery
and weaving— most significant to the
native peoples from the region.
Flute Group, Alternating Thursdays
6:00 - 7:45PM
Contact museum for meeting location
Friday, June 2

Free Admission Day

June 6-9; 13-16; 20-23 School’s Out: Native Crafts
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Bring the whole family to the
museum and learn to make Dream
Catchers, Ledger Art, & God’s Eyes
Free with regular admission
Saturday, June 17
10:15 - 11:00 AM &
3:15 - 4:00 PM

Saturday, June 24Sunday, June 25

Spotlight Tours: A+ Artist
Acquisitions
Learn more about the artists
behind these exceptional new
acquisitions now on display.
Free with regular admission
Eiteljorg Artist Market, Indianapolis
https://www.eiteljorg.org/

August Programs
Weekend Crafts: Three Sisters Crafts & Stories
Bean Game, Squash Blossom Necklace, & Corn Husk Doll
Every Saturday 11:00 AM - Noon &
Sunday 12:30 - 1:30 PM
The three sisters (corn, beans, and squash)
are some of the most important plants for
Native agriculture. Come make crafts
honoring these important crops!
Flute Group, Alternating Thursdays
6:00 - 7:45 PM
Contact museum for meeting location
Friday, Aug. 4

Free Admission Day

Thursday, Aug. 17
11:00 - 11:45 AM &
6:30 - 7:15 PM

Spotlight Tours: “Heritage Markers:
Local Native American History and
Cultures” Join Kathleen McDonald &
learn new insights on local history.

Aug. 22-25;
Aug. 29-Sept. 1
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

All Day Native Crafts
Bring the whole family to the
museum and learn to make Beaded
Bracelets, Talking Feathers, & more
Free with regular admission

First Nations Film & Video Festival
On Thursday, May 4, the Mitchell Museum is hosting the First Nations
Film and Video Festival, Inc. to present an evening screening of nine
film shorts. The festival celebrates the works of Native American
filmmakers, with all films written, produced, and/or directed by Native
artists from across North and South America.
The films explore subjects including traditions and folklore, stories from
contemporary Native people, stereotypes and prejudices, and the
Standing Rock Sioux Nation’s struggle to protect their water rights.
May 4, 2017, 6:00‐7:30 PM First Nations Film & Video Festival
For the list of films, please visit: http://mitchellmuseum.org/
documents/2017FNFVF.pdf

Local Native History Exhibit (continued from page 1)
From street signs to statues, Native American heritage is all around us. While Illinois no longer has any reservations,
over 40,000 American Indian peoples representing over 150 tribes live in the Chicagoland area. Dotted throughout the
area are markers of Native American heritage from yesterday and today. Expanding on the existing fishing and hunting
wigwam and the mural of the Skokie lagoons on the museum’s second floor, this new exhibit uses local heritage
markers, contemporary Native organizations, street signs ,and town names as touchstones to discuss the local Native
history.
The exhibit begins with projectile points and potsherds found in the backyards of Evanston
and Wilmette. In this section, the exhibit explains the tribal presence throughout Illinois
before European contact and highlights the development and decline of these many tribes
including the Illinois Nation. Origin stories will be contrasted with archeological
interpretation of regional sites like Cahokia, Aztalan, and Dickson Mounds. Visitors can
learn about the culture of the Ho-Chunk and Potawatomi peoples who lived in this area with
quotes from descendants who returned to make this area their home again today.
In the next section, visitors learn through plaques and statues about the Native peoples’ first
encounters with Marquette, Jolliet, and Jean-Baptiste Point DuSable, as well as the
relationships they formed. Visitors will learn the meaning behind city names like Chicago,
Sauganash, Wilmette, and Evanston and places like Ft. Dearborn, Ft. Sheridan, Indian
Boundary Park, and the Foster Avenue Bricolage. Through this historical journey, portraits,
cultural objects, maps and photos will bring the story to life.
In the exhibit, visitors can scroll through a complete timeline of milestones of the region on a tablet, test their knowledge
of several often misunderstood pieces of history with flip boards, feel cultural materials or play local games displayed on
the “touch table”, and then take a brochure that will lead them around Chicagoland to many of the actual sites
highlighted in the exhibit.
The final section will highlight the contemporary Native community in the Chicagoland area and the Relocation Act
which pushed Native people to move off the reservations to urban centers like Chicago in the 1950s. Learn about their
relocation experience and the organizations they built to sustain their culture in this new urban environment. The history
of Chicagoland is enmeshed with Native American history; it is a part of all of our history and culture today.

Spring Reading

Spring Recipe
Native Chicago, Edited
by Terry Straus and
Grant P. Arndt, 1998

A compilation of pieces by and
about the Native American
population in and around Chicago.
The anthology includes fiction and
non-fiction, history, sociology,
philosophy, art and poetry. Editor
Terry Straus states in the
Introduction, "Editorial policy for
Native Chicago was to accept and
include any contribution which
focused on the Chicago Indian Community and was
received by the publication deadline: content was not
otherwise screened. Knowing well that those with the
greatest knowledge of community process and history are
community members themselves, we sent letters to the
directors of every Chicago Indian organization, describing
the volume and inviting contributions from community
members. University of Chicago students, Indian and nonIndian, working in the community, were also invited to
contribute." (Amazon)

Wojapi
(Dakota Berry Sauce)
Makes about 4 cups
 4 cups blueberries or
chokecherries, fresh or
frozen
 1-2 tablespoons cornstarch or
arrowroot (thickener)
 Maple syrup
 ¼ cup water

Image Courtesy the
American Indian Health
and Diet Program

In a saucepan, simmer berries
and water over low heat, stirring
occasionally. (If using fresh berries, you may need more
water to keep them from scorching.) Once the berries are
broken down into a sauce, spoon out some sauce and whisk
in the thickener. Fresh berries should need 1 tablespoon of
thickener, while frozen might need 2 tablespoons. Whisk
until completely dissolved, then add back to the rest of the
sauce. Sweeten to taste with maple syrup. Serve on
cornbread or ice cream.

Friends of the Mitchell Museum
Frances Hagemann has been a member of the Mitchell Museum of the American Indian Board of
Directors for 8 years, serving on the Finance, Governance, and Executive Committees, and holding
the offices of Board Secretary, Vice President, and President. She currently chairs the Governance
Committee. Frances is Ojibwa-Metis and first became involved with the museum as an educator.
“When I was teaching in Chicago as a history teacher… I started coming because it was a good
source of things I needed for classroom use- speakers, programs, materials that they had. After about
ten years of that, I was asked to serve on the board.” After teaching history in the Chicago public
school system for twenty-six years, she joined the faculty at the University of Illinois, Chicago as a
lecturer for ten years. She graduated from Chicago State University Cum Laude, and has a BS in
Frances Hagemann History Education and an MA in history.
As president of the Board, she spearheaded the museum’s involvement in the Bricolage project and created our annual Dr.
Carlos Montezuma Honorary Lecture & Awards series. Frances said of her choice to honor Dr. Montezuma: “I was looking
for someone who was native, who had made a major impact to the Chicago area in some field, and he was, I think, about the
best person I could have picked. Few people knew about Montezuma.” The lecture series is now well known throughout the
country.
Frances has made major contributions to the Chicago Indian community as well having served on the American Indian
Center’s and American Indian Health Services’ Board of Directors. Frances is a Scholar in Residence at the Newberry
Library, has spoken at various conferences, published articles, books, and photographs, and received awards including
“Woman of the Year” from the National Association of Professional Woman in 2014. Though she truly is a renaissance
woman, she says of the Mitchell: “The museum has always been a very strong priority. It is important and it is important
that the school kids know about American Indian history.” Thank you, Frances, for your many years of dedicated service.
There are many ways to share your time and talents with the museum, from greeting visitors and giving tours to planning
events. If you are interested in volunteering at the museum or becoming a Board member, please contact Kathleen
McDonald at kmcdonald@mitchellmuseum.org.

Birthday Parties, Loan Boxes, Traveling Exhibits and More!
Did you know that you can host your next meeting or birthday party at the Mitchell Museum?
The museum offers a wide range of services and resources both at the museum and in your
community. Group tours are our most popular service for either the permanent exhibits or
temporary exhibits. You don’t have to be a school group- scouts, seniors, or just you and a
bunch of friends can all book tours to get an in-depth experience at the museum.
Last fall we launched our traveling exhibit “Deconstructing Stereotypes: Top Ten Truths About
Native People” ideal for non-museum spaces like lobbies and hallways. The museum also
offers loan boxes containing hands-on objects and images. While teachers often use these
exhibits and loan boxes in their classrooms, they are ideal for scout or camps programs too.
Our website’s education page offers free resources such as curriculum guides, lesson plans,
and workshop activities. See the Plan Your Visit page to learn more about tours and hosting an
event at the museum or the Education page for more resources and loan box information. So
take a deeper look, and try more of what the museum has to offer.

Save the Date for Indigenous Peoples Day
Planning for Indigenous Peoples’ Day on October 9th is underway. The museum will
offer activities and tours throughout the day as part of the national movement to
bring awareness of Indigenous peoples and their contributions. This year, we are
partnering with Baha'i Temple and Northwestern University to host events including
an afternoon discussion panel and an evening performance by preeminent flute
player, hoop dancer, and entertainer, Kevin Locke (Lakota).
Through the Chicago Cultural Alliances’ Inherit Chicago program we are partnering
with Changing Worlds who will facilitate workshops in area schools to explore the
Indigenous Peoples of America and our own ancestry. We are also developing joint
programming with the South Side Community Art Center to explore the complexity of
finding your Indigenous roots in America and Africa as exemplified by the mixed
marriage of Jean Baptist Pointe DuSable and his Potawatomi wife, Kittihawa.
Participants can also share their own identity in show and tell break out sessions. If
you are interested in planning an Indigenous Peoples’ Day event or want to learn
more about what the museum is organizing, check our website for updates or call us.

Wish List
3 Rolling Storage Shelves: $150 each
We’re making great progress in expanding
space for new collections, but we still need
your help in funding more rolling shelves.
3 Tablets : $300 each
To streamline our admissions and museum
shop sales process we need tablets to
implement a new point of sale system and
add visitor surveys to continue to improve
all that we do. Help us fund this project with your gift.
Sidewalk Sign: $750
The museum needs a sidewalk sign so that we can
advertise our upcoming programs and continue to increase
our attendance.
Contact the museum for more information on these and
other items needed. Visitor.services@mitchellmuseum.org

Calling Native Artists
This year’s Annual Native Fine Arts Holiday Market will be
held on Saturday, December 2, and on Sunday, December 3.
Prominent Native artists from across the country sell their
art with select artists providing public demonstrations and
hands on programs throughout the weekend. All Native
artists are invited to apply to this growing event!
Holiday Artists Market Event Details
Location: 3009 Central Street, Evanston, IL
Dates: Saturday, December 3, 10:00 AM-5:00 PM
Sunday, December 4, Noon - 4:00 PM
Artist Registration Deadlines:
August 12th: Early bird registration deadline $50 table fee
and inclusion in our newsletter & print advertising
October 1: Registration deadline, $75 table fee
Artists who provide demonstrations earn honorariums
which can offset the fees. For more information, please
contact the museum at: 847-475-1030.

Mitchell Museum of the American Indian
3001 Central Street
Evanston, IL 60201
847.475.1030
mitchellmuseum.org
Like Us On Facebook!

Join the Mitchell Museum for Engaging Programs and Events!
A+ Artist Acquisitions Tour and Adopt An Artifact Program

“The Uglies:” “This man is picking up
snow for his washing,” and “This lady
is selling eskimo dance headdresses,”
dolls of hide, fur, cloth, and beads by
Rosalie Paniyak, Yup’ik of Hudson
Bay, c. 1990. Gifts of Daniel Hidding.

Join us for a spotlight tour of
“A+ Artist Acquisitions”
Saturday, June 17
10:15-11:00 AM & 3:15-4:00 PM
Free with regular admission

Support the Mitchell Museum’s collection care and
preservation by Adopting an Artifact. Even though we
receive virtually all of the collection through donations,
one of the museum’s main costs is the care of the
collection, from staff time to process and update
records to archival storage supplies, insurance, and
heating and cooling the square footage needed to
house the collection for future generations. For your
$100 donation, you receive a certificate with a
description and a 5x7 photo of the adopted piece. Just
mark your donation as Adopt-An-Artifact and note any
of our new acquisitions.
Quantity is not the best judge for a collection. While
starting out, the museum was less discriminatory in its
acquisition, now we have the luxury of cultivating a
collection of premiere Native artists from throughout
the US and Canada. Last year we acquired several
exceptional pieces from renowned artists like Doug
Hyde, Charlie Pratt, and R.C. Gorman. Eager to share
these new acquisitions with the public, we placed ten
new pieces into existing exhibits throughout the
museum. Come see these new pieces in the Spotlight
Tour on June 17th.

Two stalks of corn sculpture made
of stone, bronze, turquois and
other semi-precious stones by
Charlie Pratt, Cheyenne-Arapaho,
late twentieth century. Gift of
Alan Hergott and Robin Haber.

